Promoting British values in our setting
Fundamental British values were first set out in the Prevent Strategy which is part of the UK Government’s counter-terrorism approach.  According to The Prevent strategy this means protecting children against extremist and violent views in the same way they are safeguarded from any other type of harm.
‘The purpose must be to protect children from harm and to ensure that they are taught in a way that is consistent with the law and our values’ (HM Government, 2011, p.69)

There are two main areas of responsibility identified here:-

1. Protecting children from harm by assessing and identifying their risk of being drawn into radicalisation.

2. Providing a safe, inclusive learning environment that supports spiritual, moral, social and cultural development through the promotion of fundamental British values.

British Values are broken down into the following headings:-
· Democracy

· The rule of law

· Individual liberty

· Mutual respect and tolerance

At Kineton Playgroup we are mindful about embedding these values into our everyday practice and teaching them at a level that is appropriate to each child’s stage of development.
As early years practitioners we have a responsibility to actively promote these fundamental British values and to that end we:

· Challenge opinions or behaviours that are contrary to British values.
· Enable children to develop their self-knowledge, self-esteem and self-confidence.
· Enable children to distinguish right from wrong and to respect the law.
· Encourage children to accept responsibility for their behaviour.
· Help children to understand how they can make a positive contribution to society.
· Help children to acquire a broad general knowledge of respect for public services and institutions.
· Enable children to acquire an appreciation of and respect of their own and other cultures and traditions.
· Encourage children to respect others.
· Encourage children to respect democracy and the basis upon which the law is made and applied. 
· Democracy
Within the early years this is about making decisions together focussing on children’s self-confidence and self-awareness and is linked to Personal, social and emotional development. 

In practice we encourage children to express their views and help them understand that their views count.  This helps them value each other and talk about their feelings.

For older children this can be done by encourage them to put their hands up to share their ideas, for instance, when we involve them in changing or adding to the resources.
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We support younger children in decision making by providing activities and opportunities that involve turn taking, sharing and collaboration.
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The rule of law

This is about understandings rules.  It focusses on managing children’s feelings and behaviour and is linked to their personal, social and emotional development.

In practice we help children manage their feelings and behaviour by supporting them to understand their own and others behaviour.  To do this, children need to distinguish right from wrong.
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We ensure our behaviour management policy is followed and is consistent.  We set boundaries such as sit quietly at register time, wash hands before eating, at during Forest School sessions we stay within the blue rope and only adults press the green button to open our main door.
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This button is for adults only.





We reinforce our rules through leading by example, use of Makaton signs and visual prompts to reinforce certain behaviour.  We invite the police into our setting to talk about what is right and wrong to help children understand.  To help children fully understand about rules, we actively encourage them to be in involved in the process of creating the rules, for instance about tidying up when we have finished playing to keep the area clear and safe.
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Individual liberty

This is all about freedom for all, it again focuses on children’s personal, social and emotional development, in particular self-confidence and self-awareness as well as Understanding the World, people and communities.
In the early years this means that children need to be encouraged to develop a positive sense of themselves.  To help them achieve this we provide opportunities to help children develop self-awareness and a positive sense of self so increasing their confidence in their own abilities. This can be done by allowing children to take risks indoors and outdoors for example climbing a tree at Forest School or by creating their own designs by mixing colours with paint.  An activity that allows children to take that risk will help build those confidence skills.  Once children feel confident in the setting, they will be able to access opportunities freely, making their own choices and understand that they will be accepted and respected by everyone around them.    
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During every day practice we find time to have small discussions with children about how they feel about certain situations, for instance, participating in a new activity or moving onto big school.  
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These discussions allow children to explore the language of feelings and it gives them opportunities to express themselves and understand that others may have different opinions.  
Mutual respect and tolerance 
This concentrates on treating others as you want to be treated; it focuses on Understanding the World, people and communities, personal social and emotional development, managing feelings and behaviour and making relationships

As early years practitioners it is our responsibility to create an environment that is inclusive, it should respect and value views, faiths, cultures and races.  It is also important that children know about and are engaged with their wider community. 
Children are encouraged to show respect for their own culture and of others.  This is done either by sharing stories or joining in with celebrations and traditions.  We actively encourage family members to come into the setting to help us do this.
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Joining in other cultural celebrations is a great way for children to learn and share other customs.

To help promote mutual respect we place emphasis on the importance of acceptable behaviour such as sharing and respecting others opinions.  There are many occasions for us to encourage sharing and this can be achieved with most activities and opportunities we provide.  

With regards to respecting others opinions, we help children understand that everyone has an opinion and whether they are right or wrong doesn’t matter.  We promote equality and diversity, through sharing stories that reflect and values the diversity of children’s experiences; sharing art and music from different cultures; ensuring signs and labelling are translated in to relevant languages for those who are learning English as a second language and Makaton symbols are included for those with additional needs.  We encourage children to support each other, for instance a child with more experience supporting a new starter
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Here are a few examples of how we, at Kineton Playgroup, promote British values at our setting:-

· Teaching children about table manners at lunch and snack times 
· Celebrating British occasions and festivals
· Encouraging children to listen to one another and wait before speaking
· Listening during register and story times
· Using manners by saying please and thank you
· Encouraging children to be respectful of others

· Providing opportunities for turn taking and sharing
· Teaching empathy and understandings

· Teaching children about British weathers and seasons

· Joining in wider community events and activities

· Cooking activities and learning about traditional British food

· Encouraging friendships

